Anatomical and Radiological Analyses of L-shaped Kidney with Vascular Anomalies.
L-shaped kidney is a congenital anomaly. The disorder results in the kidney appearing very similar in shape to horseshoe kidney (also a congenital anomaly), but either the right or left kidney is located at a position lower than the other kidney. In this report, we describe a woman with L-shaped kidney, identified during anatomical dissection, and compare the findings with clinical data obtained before her death. We discuss the embryology of L-shaped kidney based on detailed anatomical data on the kidney and its vascular system obtained by means of gross anatomical, radiological, and histological examinations. Our findings indicate the importance of detailed anatomical information when planning surgical procedures in patients with fused kidneys, as well as kidney transplantation, resection of renal carcinoma, or surgical treatment of abdominal aortic aneurysm.